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As the publisher of Montford & North 
Asheville Neighbors and a mom of a grown 
daughter and twin teenage girls, I awake 
every morning excited for what challenges 
the day will bring. On days more 
challenging than others, I remind myself 
that amazing days only become amazing 
when you have experienced tough ones 
along your journey. I feel blessed to 
be cheered on by my girls who keep 

me grounded, and together we celebrate 
our victories and learn from our failures. 

Growing up in a strong family, I was always 
encouraged to follow my dreams. For as long as 
I can remember, I have always wanted to create 
beautiful things that leave a positive impact on 
the world. Through the pages of Montford & 
North Asheville Neighbors, I hope I have done just 
that.

I love the excitement of new projects, tight 
deadlines, and working with my amazingly talented team. At the end 
of the day, it really is all about the people--motivated, inspirational, 
interesting, good people. Everyday we weave in and out of each other’s 
lives, building connections and supporting each other. Sharing in the 
lives of others has taught me humility. I have learned to always listen, 
never judge, and to put myself in others’ shoes. Everyone has a story, 
and everyone is on their own journey.

My journey has found me following my passions, working hard, 
raising my family creatively, and understanding the importance of 
neighborhood support. It definitely takes a village. Without the love and 
support from my family, friends and neighbors, raising my daughters 
would have been that much more of a challenge. Think of those helping 
hands on the days when your kids are sick, you run out of diapers, or 
are late for pickup. Those are good neighbors. Then there are the kids 
on the corner who help you with groceries, shovel your walkway, and 
tell you cool stories. Those are good neighbors. Or the lady next door 
who always looks out for you, knows when you’re sad, and gives the best 
advice (not to mention pours the best wine). That’s a good neighbor. 
Looking back, I never would have made it this far in my journey 
without them.

These common experiences are why, with great joy and excitement, 
I am eager to bring Asheville families together in the pages of our Best 
Version Media Community Magazine. This is not just my business; it 
is my lifestyle and passion. Building this magazine has introduced me 
to many new friends, who are all pursuing their passions and raising 
beautiful and growing families. It is an honor and a privilege to have 
the opportunity to provide Asheville families with a vehicle to tell 
their stories. Meeting many of Asheville’s local business Sponsors and 
Neighbors, I am inspired by their motivation and I know you will be 
too. Helping local families connect with local business owners on a 
more personal level, is a journey with a purpose. Supporting local 
businesses is beneficial to our families and the future of Asheville. 
Montford & North Asheville Neighbors is helping bring our community 
together by building businesses, connecting neighbors, highlighting 
talents, and sharing stories. Everyone has a story. Let us celebrate yours!

Christine Priola
Publisher & Your Neighbor

Architectural Details
Craig Weis
Architectural Woodcraft
828-779-3219
www.architecturalwoodcraft.com
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Family Feature

The Smith 
Family: 
Building New 
Beginnings
By Grace Ragaller
Photos by Spags Photography

On a small neighborhood street in North Asheville, 
tucked away from the bustle of Merrimon Avenue and 
surrounded by the serenity of The Grove Park Inn, the 

whack of hammers and the whiff of sawdust waft through the crisp 
mountain air. When Ashley and Keith Smith moved to Asheville 
fifteen years ago to start their life together, it was on this very street 
that Keith built their first family home. Fast forward several years and 
homes later, and the Smith family has returned to this same street 
to build their dream home. “We’re our own past neighbors,” muses 
Ashley.

 North Carolina natives, Ashley and Keith Smith hail from Wilson 
and the Outer Banks, respectively. Both attended Carolina, and 
although she a freshman and he a senior, their paths never crossed. 
Keith graduated with a BA in journalism/mass communications. 
Ashley earned a BA in history and a masters in accounting. Their 
paths crossed several years later, while living in Charlotte, at a 
neighborhood bar. He asked for her number and she playfully told 

We're our own past neighbors.
him to check the phone book. Keith figured she was blowing him off, 
so six months later, when they ran into each other again, Ashley asked 
why he never called. They then began dating and married in August 

2003 at the historic Homewood in Montford.
 The Smiths’ ties to Asheville began long before 

they tied the knot. Ashley’s father was born in 
Asheville. She grew up vacationing in Candler on 
their family farm. Both drawn to the mountains, 
Ashley and Keith knew they wanted to make 
Asheville their home. Ashley’s father proposed the 
idea to Keith of developing the family’s land and 
Ashley began to research local accounting firms. 
The foundation was laid for relocating to the Land 
of the Sky.

 They moved in March 2004. Shortly after, 
Keith started his own construction business, 
K.A. Smith Company. He began buying lots 
and building Arts and Crafts style homes and 
has since built close to fifty homes in the area. A 
third generation builder, Keith enjoys the creative 
process from start to finish. “I love the smell of 
sawdust. I think that’s probably just from growing 
up, being on the job site. The smell, it’s unique.”

 Ashley secured her CPA license and has 
been with the accounting firm Dixon, Hughes, 
Goodman for the past fifteen years. A top 20 
national accounting firm, DHG has original roots 

in Asheville. Ashley became a partner in 2017. Her longevity at the firm 
is a testament to both her commitment to company and community. 
“I feel fortunate because it’s a large national firm, but we still have a 

strong presence here. We continue to work 
really well with companies and families 
in Asheville. I get to live in the mountains 
and work for a solid company with a great 
corporate culture.”

 Not only does work keep the Smiths busy, 
but volunteering is an integral part of their 
lives. Keith can be found on the sidelines of 
his children’s games coaching and cheering. 
He’s spent countless hours coaching soccer 
and basketball and is now in his last year 
coaching Little League, as well as serving 
on the board. “We build our fall and spring 
around youth sports,” says Keith. Ashley is 
a United Way board member. She chairs the 
Women United Committee, which focuses 
on middle school success. “United Way is 
committed to reducing the impact of poverty 
on families in Asheville. One way they do that 
is through partnering with the local school 
system,” says Ashley.

 As full-time working parents, the mobility 
of Keith’s job allows him to head offsite to 
pick up their kids from their many activities. 
Andrew (12), a rising 7th grader at Asheville 
Middle, has a passion for sports. He excels 
at soccer, baseball, and basketball. He also 
loves to fish and ski. “He loves sports so 
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much. He’s super competitive, but he’s also a good student so we are 
proud of him for being a well-rounded kid,” says Keith. Kate (9), a 
rising 4th grader at Isaac Dickson, is a dancer who takes modern 
ballet at Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre. She also excels 
at school, soccer, and skiing, but her true passion is dance. “Kate 
is an independent child. She is self-motivated and it’s so rewarding 
to watch her grow,” says Keith. Raising active kids who are strong 
in both sports and academics is essential to the Smiths. “I think it’s 

 
 

 

  
                           

 

 

Every Tuesday • 10:30-11:15 am
Baby Story Time 
@ North Asheville Library
Baby Story Time is a lively language 
enrichment story time serving our youngest 
folks-the 4 month-old to 18-month old set.

Every Wednesday • 10-11 am
Toddler Story Time 
@ North Asheville Library

Toddler Times are interactive story times 
for children ages 18 months to 3 years.

Every Wednesday  • 11-11:45 am
Preschool Story Time 
@ North Asheville Library

Preschool story times are geared toward 3-5 
year-olds and include singing, stretchers, 
and creative activities.

Every Saturday  • 8 am-Noon
North Asheville Tailgate Market 
@ UNC Asheville

A weekly Saturday morning gathering of the 
best farmers, craftsmen, and bakers. 

June 1 • 1:30 pm
All-Grain Brewing Class 
(Advanced) FREE
@ Asheville Brewing Supply

Brewing like the pros without the use of malt 
extract. Call to register in advance.
828-358-3536
ashevillebrewers.com

June 1 • 6-10 pm
Kids Night Out
Sun Soo Martial Arts 
@ Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts

June 3 • 6-9 pm
Give to the Music Fundraiser 
Rock Academy
@ Surf N Brew - Fletcher

June 7, 6pm & June 8 • 11am
Sun Soo Martial Arts Belt Testing 
@ Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts 

June 7, 8, 9, 14,15,16, 21, 22 
7:30 pm 
Montford Park Players- Free 
Theatre! Henry IV, Part 1 
@ Hazel Robinson Amphitheater

One of Shakespeare's greatest works, this 
gem is a great introduction to The Bard's 
history plays. Bring a picnic and your 
favorite libation and settle in for your new 
"favorite thing to do" in Asheville. 

June 8 • 3 pm
Rock Academy CD Release Party 
@ UpCountry Brewing Company

June 8 • All Day
NALL Championship Saturday • 
Sandlot in the Sandlot 2019! 
@ Weaver Park

Have lunch at the Park! Burgers and Dogs 
all day!

"The Sandlot," sliding practice, and kickball 
start at 7 pm immediately following the last 
games!

June • 16-21
Mega Rock Performance Camp 
@ Rock Academy 

Asheville's premier music camp for young 
people who wish to immerse themselves 
in music and take their musical abilities to 
the next level. Campers will get a full day of 
musical activities and education, plus have 
a blast spending a week of their summer 
hanging out with new friends. Intermediate 
to Advanced players ages 11 to 17.Contact 
Dena for more info @ 828-252-1888

June 17-21 • 9 am-3pm
Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts 
Summer Camp Session 1 
@ Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts

Martial Arts Training and Day Camp.  
Summer Day Camp, children will enjoy 
martial arts classes including self defense 
and character building sessions, arts & 
crafts, movies, swimming, games, “mad 
science,” and two weekly field trips.

June 17-21 • Mon-Thurs 9am-
4pm, Friday, 9 am-12:30 pm
Future Cougar Baseball Camp 
@ Asheville High School

The Future Cougar Camp is a day camp for 
eager ballplayers entering 1st through 8th 
grade.

Contact Bill Hillier for more information 
@ 828-350-2676 or b.hillier@acsgmail.net 

June 18 • 2-3pm
Book Club: "A Voyage Long and 
Strange" by Tony Horowitz 
@ North Asheville Library

June 22 • 1:30 pm
Extract Brewing Class (Beginner) 
FREE 
@ Asheville Brewing Supply

Brewing in less time with less equipment. 
Must call to register in advance.
828-358-3536
ashevillebrewers.com

June 25 • 3-4 pm
Graphic Novel Book Club  
(Ages 8-12)
@ North Asheville \Library

We'll come together at the North Asheville 
Library on the 4th Tuesday of every month. 
We'll discuss the graphic novel of the month 
and create some related artwork!  Come by 
the circulation desk to check out a copy of 
our book of the month!  

July 8-12 • 9 am--3pm
Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts 
Summer Camp Session 2 
@ Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts

At Asheville Sun Soo Martial Arts Summer 
Day Camp, children will enjoy martial arts 
classes including self defense and character 
building sessions, arts & crafts, movies, 
swimming, games, “mad science,” and two 
weekly field trips. FUN!!!  

July 8-12
Rhythm & Blues Camp
Rock Academy 
@ Rock Academy

Beginners to Intermediate.  The original 
precursor to Rock and Roll!

Our day camps is a great place for musicians 
to get a good introduction to what it’s like 
playing in a band. During the camp, campers 
will enjoy working with our amazing staff 
as they learn how to play their instruments, 
learn songs, and perform.

Contact Dena for more information @ 
828-252-1888

Calendar of Eventsimportant for them to try different things and stay busy,” says Ashley. 
The Smiths have instilled in their family a sense of curiosity and love 
of learning. Ashley concludes, “It’s very comforting to know they are 
both intellectually curious.”

 Keith’s current building project is his own. The Smiths bought a 
home next door to their first family home that Keith built in 2006. 
They purchased the 1950s brick ranch in February of 2018, tore 
it down to the studs, and have rebuilt their dream home from the 
ground up. Keith admits that building this house has been unlike 
any other because they are working with an architect for the first 
time, Laura Hudson Architecture. This home is more contemporary 
than the past American Craftsman-style homes built by Keith. “I’m 
super pumped about what we’re doing,” says Ashley. “The process 
is fun. I enjoy, when possible, doing the work myself,” adds Keith, 
admitting with a chuckle, “That’s not always the most efficient way to 
do things.”

 As the final stages of their dream home become a reality for the 
Smiths, Ashley finds herself grappling with daunting and detailed 
decisions like whether Zurich White is the correct paint color for their 
walls. But in the end, she knows it all comes down to one important 
question, “Are we happy?” And as the Smiths continue to build 
busy and rewarding lives for both themselves and their children, it is 
happiness that will serve as their solid foundation. It is this foundation 
and their commitment to Asheville’s past, present, and future that 
make the Smith family such great neighbors.

www.roosthomewatch.com
828.505.1003

Make Memories, We’ll Take Care of the Rest! 
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Expert Contributor Business Profile
Rock Academy

Try to Avoid “Titanic” 
Investment Mistakes
Submitted by Katherine Morosani. 
Expert Financial Advisor • Edward Jones

It’s been 107 years this month since the tragedy of the Titanic. 
Of course, this disaster has fascinated the world ever since, leading 
to books, movies, musicals and, ultimately, a successful search for the 
big ship’s remains. On the positive side, commercial shipping lines 
learned a great deal from the Titanic, resulting in safer travel across 
the oceans. And as an investor, you, too, may be able to draw some 
important lessons from what happened on that cold April night more 
than a century ago. 

So, to avoid some “titanic” investment mistakes, consider the 
following:

• Create a financial strategy with a solid foundation. 
Although considered a technological marvel, the Titanic had some 
real structural, foundational flaws – such as compartments that 
weren’t fully watertight. To withstand the inevitable rough seas 
ahead, your investment strategy needs a strong foundation, based on 
your needs, goals, family situation, risk tolerance and time horizon.

• Be receptive to advice. The Titanic’s crew had received 
plenty of Marconi wireless warnings from other ships about ice in the 
area. Yet they did not take precautions, such as slowing down. When 
you invest, you can benefit from advice from a financial professional – 
someone who can caution you when you’re making dangerous moves, 
such as pursuing inappropriate investments, which could ultimately 
damage your prospects for success.

• Be prepared for anything. The Titanic had far fewer 
lifeboats than it needed, resulting in a tragic loss of life that could 
have been prevented. As an investor, you need to be prepared for 
events that could jeopardize your financial well-being, and that 
of your family. So, at a minimum, you need to maintain adequate 
life and disability insurance. And it’s also a good idea to build 
an emergency fund containing six to 12 months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the money kept in a liquid, low-risk account. 

• Don’t overreact to perceived threats. When the iceberg 

Katherine Morosani is a Financial Advisor at Edward 
Jones. Call her at 828-242-2555 to make your 
appointment today. 

 Dena Clark knows what it is like to nurture a child’s 
love of music. In fact, both her son (20) and daughter 
(23) grew up in Rock Academy. “I believe music is 
important to the health and wellbeing of both children 
and adults,” says Dena. Her inspirational musical 
journey began many years ago working with Anne 
Combs. Anne founded Rock Academy, Music Academy 
Asheville, and Give to the Music-a beautiful non-profit 
that provides music scholarships and instruments to 
underserved children in our community. Anne had a 
dream that any child searching for a music education 
should have access to one. Dena shares the same dream. 
Through hard work she carries on that legacy in 
growing Give to the Music for our children in Asheville.

Dena loves her work. As the owner of Rock Academy 
LLC, she has the satisfaction of watching many new students grow into 
incredible musicians. The smiles on their faces when they learn a new 
song, improve a technique, or just have a blast making new friends is 
priceless. When they perform on stage, the excitement is indescribable.

Dena feels fortunate to be surrounded by her Instructors, some of the 
most highly qualified and talented Musicians in Asheville. All working 
musicians, they bring passion to each class, band practice, recording 
session, and performance. Dena and her team are what makes Rock 
Academy special. Their excitement for music is contagious! With 
opportunities to headline at nationally-recognized venues such as The 
Orange Peel and The Grey Eagle, students are inspired to record their 

own original albums, while learning the technology and 
theory behind them.

Rock Academy is not just about music. It is about 
instilling confidence in their students, helping them 
set goals, and inspiring them to reach them. They 
are guided  to grow not only as musicians, but to 
become inspiring and confident people. Dena’s goal 
for Rock Academy is to continue building upon sound, 
songwriting, and performance opportunities for their 
students. Currently, their bands are booked at The 
Orange Peel, Asheville Outlets, Downtown After 5, 
and The Grey Eagle this summer. Dena is currently 
working on projects for her students to “give back” 
to our Asheville Community. She is also excited to 
make Rock Academy’s summer, full-day Mega Rock 

Performance Camp a success.

At the end of the day, Dena feels one of her greatest accomplishments 
at Rock Academy is instilling a sense of worth and value within her 
students. “It is so rewarding to watch the growth in our students – 
whether it be musically, socially, or in any other way,” Dena expressed. 
“I wouldn’t change a thing about what I do. I am surrounded by 
talented people, wonderful students, and of course…music.”

Rock Academy is located on 1408 Patton Ave.  
Contact Dena Clark at  828-252-1888 for more info and checkout 
performance schedules, classes, and camps 
rockacademync.com.

 “I think music itself is healing. It’s an explosive expression of 
humanity. It’s something we are all touched by, no matter 

what culture we come from.” 
-Billy Joel

Meet Dena Clark
By Christine Priola

For Those About to Rock!

ASHEVILLE

828-252-1888
RockAcademyNC.com

The Ultimate Music Education School for kids, teens, and adults

loomed directly ahead, the Titanic’s crew frantically tried to steer clear of 
it. While this move was understandable, it inadvertently hastened the ship’s 
demise, because it exposed a more vulnerable part of the hull to the huge ice 
mass. When you invest, you might also be tempted to overreact when facing 
perceived dangers – for example, if the financial markets plunge, you might 
think about selling your stocks. This is often a bad idea, especially if you’re 
taking a big loss on your sales. If your investments are still fundamentally 
solid, you might well be better off by staying patient and waiting for the 
markets to recover.

• Give yourself time to reach your goals. Edward J. 
Smith, the Titanic’s captain, apparently wanted to break speed 
records on the Atlantic crossing – and this desire may have 
contributed to his somewhat reckless passage through fields of ice. 
As an investor, you could also run into problems if you rush toward a 
goal. To illustrate: If you wanted to retire at 65 with a certain amount 
of money, but you didn’t start saving and investing until you reached 
55, you’d likely have to put a lot more away each year, and possibly 
invest a lot more aggressively, than if you had started investing when 
you were 30. Put to work some of the Titanic’s lessons – they might 
help you improve your chances of smooth sailing toward all your 
important financial goals.

Asheville
828-785-4700

Live The Life You Enjoy!

Woodfin
828-484-8398Fyzical.com/western-carolina

Locally owned and operated by
Nicole Holder

828.651.0173
Call today for a FREE In-Home Estimate

Less Cleaning = More Family Time!

Google Rating

America’s Finest Maid Service
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With more than thirty years of physical therapy 
experience, Dawn Rouse knew from an early 
age that her path would one day lead her to 
this rewarding career. She has vivid childhood 
memories of her mom coming home from a 
fourteen hour workday on her feet, and witnessing 
the pain and discomfort she was experiencing. 
Dawn would massage her mom's feet and “walk 
on her back” to help relieve her pain. By the sixth 
grade, Dawn knew she wanted to be a physical 
therapist and feels blessed to have discovered her 
life’s calling at such a young age. “It has been the 
most multifaceted career choice for me,” reflects 
Dawn. “It has allowed me to grow personally 
and professionally in ways I don’t think I ever 
imagined.”

 Dawn is grateful to be able to provide 
compassionate care to those who are in pain 
or experiencing physical limitations due to job 
demands, accident, or injury. "It truly gives me 
joy to be part of helping others heal and enjoy 
their life,” remarks Dawn. She currently owns 
four Fyzical Therapy & Balance Centers in 
Asheville and Brevard.

Dawn’s team of therapists and support staff 
at each clinic make patient care incredibly 
rewarding. It is gratifying for Dawn and her 
team when people respond to physical therapy as a means to avoid a 
potential unnecessary surgery or as part of their aftercare plan. They 
feel fortunate to be a part of the journey. “We love seeing people get 
stronger and well after an injury, surgery, or illness so they can get back 
to what they love doing...their life,” adds Dawn.

Dawn credits her dedicated and responsible team 
for the success of her business: “We have focused on 
quality patient care while adhering to another one of 
our core values--Have fun!” Her staff is skilled at what 
they do and Dawn gives them the autonomy to do their 
job. As the owner, she values recognizing the strengths 
and skills of her team members and invests both time 
and resources into helping them grow professionally. 
Dawn continues to learn as well, and is mindful of her 
own professional development. She listens to podcasts 
on leadership or meditation and tries to contribute in 
ways that help her employees be the best they can be. 
Dawn is proud of her nurturing staff, “They have 
caring hearts and a passion for helping.”

Patient success stories are the most fulfilling aspect 
of the job for Dawn and her team. “We love hearing 
back from them, once they’ve left therapy, and know 
that they are truly thriving,” exclaims Dawn, “That’s 
so rewarding!”

Dawn’s ultimate goal for her business is to provide 
the highest quality rehabilitation alongside employees 
who feel supported and have access to the resources 
they need to succeed in their roles. She encourages 
people to stop by and check out one of her Fyzical 
& Balance Center locations, “We want to know our 
neighbors, so stop by and visit us anytime.”

Fyzical Therapy & Balance Center is located 
at 260 Merrimon Ave #100
Contact Dawn Rouse at 828-399-0402 
for more information. 
dawnrouse@gmail.com

North Asheville Little League 
is in Full Swing

By Grace Ragaller • Photos by Michael James

“Most of the 
people who 
have played 
in North 
Asheville have 
had a positive 
experience, 
and in the 
end, that’s 
important.”

Weaver Park is a flurry of family fun as baseball season 
is in full swing. On Friday nights, Murdock Avenue is 
lined with cars and camp chairs and the sky is aglow with 
lights, offering spectators a birdseye view of the game 
below. Closer to home plate, the sounds of cheering 
fans, barking dogs, whacking bats, and shouting 
umpires fill the evening air. The concession stand 
is a hubbub of activity as hot dogs, Dubble Bubble, 
Skittles, and Gatorade serve as dinner. Kids of 
all ages run around, faces lit up by field lights 
rather than screens. This is good old-fashioned 

neighborhood fun, a favorite pastime for the last 51 years. This is North 
Asheville Little League (NALL).

Regular season is coming to an end with Championship Saturday on 
June 8th. It is a day full of food and fun, and as the sun goes down, blankets 
and camp chairs dot the ballfield as the classic 1993 movie Sandlot is shown 
behind home plate. In its third year, the “Sandlot in the Sandlot” fundraiser 
celebrates another successful season for the league.

The 2019 All Star teams will soon be selected and preparation for the 
tournament will begin. Last year’s historic 50th year birthed a 2A All Star 
Team that advanced further than any other in league history, earning 
runner-up at the State Championship. The 4A team reached the State 
Tournament for only the third time and they pitched a perfect game to get 
there.

One can’t look back on NALL’s history without hearing of David Burdette 
and his longtime commitment to the league. A North Asheville native, 

Burdette currently teaches math at Asheville High and serves as Head Football 
Coach. His 2009 4A All Star NALL team was the first to ever make it to States. 

Coach Burdette has grown up on 
the diamond. He was a player in 

the ‘70s, an umpire in the ‘80s, and 
a coach and board member since the 

‘90s. Now a league parent for the first 
time, Burdette says he will retire when his 

own kids age out. He is in the final stretch 
of his Little League career, rounding the 

bases and heading home. Burdette has hit a grand slam 
out of the ballpark with his unparalleled commitment 
to the North Asheville community and its historic Little 
League.

NALL is the only remaining recreational Little 
League in Asheville. “We’re the last bastion and part of 
that is we’ve always had a really strong board,” explains 
Burdette, “People willing to serve.” NALL’s positive 
culture has been built over time and can be credited 
to the many presidents, board members, and coaches 
throughout the years. “Most of the people who have 
played in North Asheville have had a positive experience, 
and in the end, that’s important,” says Burdette. Board 
member and 4A Coach Keith Smith says, “A large group 
of people can get together and be civil. They care about 
their kid and your kids. You’re friends with the people on 
the other sideline and you’re cheering for the kids on the 
other team. To me, that’s North Asheville.”

Business Profile

CUSTOM MADE & HANDCRAFTED 
RIGHT HERE IN ASHEVILLE.

310knifeco@gmail.com www.310knifeco.com

It doesn’t get more local 
than homemade.

ashevillebrewers.com      828.358.3536

We Can Help!
-Free Classes Monthly-

Meet Dawn Rouse
  By Grace Ragaller

“For it is in 
giving that 

we shall 
receive.” 

-St. Francis of Assisi

Fyzical Therapy & 
Balance Centers 
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Musician 
of the month

Out & 
About

Chip Kelly

“When I started 
hearing jazz 
guitar players 
doing what a 
piano player 
could do, I was 
hooked.” 

Hoagy Carmichael,  Jellyroll Morton, and Carl 
Kress are commonplace names for musician Chip 
Kelly, but a younger generation should check 

YouTube to become acquainted with this treasure trove of 
classic jazz performers. “This is one thing that perks me up 
and gets my passion going in life,” says Chip. 
“If you start me talking about music, it’s 
all over.” Chip doesn’t only talk music; 
he passionately plays it, and has played 
since he was eight years old. “My first 
instrument was piano, but that ended as 
soon as The Beatles came to the United 
States. I became enamored with the 
guitar and I’ve been playing it ever since.”

Chip’s musical love is jazz guitar. 
“When I started hearing jazz guitar 
players doing what a piano player could 
do, I was hooked,” says Chip. A retired 
USPS employee of 21 years, Chip spent 
his days delivering mail in Arlington, 
Virginia and nights and weekends playing 
music in the DC Metro and surrounding 
areas. He plays in the vein of both New 
Orleans and The Great American Songbook genres. “The best 
place for me is in a small, New York-style band improvising 
and doing vocals. I’ve done a lot of singing in my career.” With 
laughter he concludes, “All the songs my mother taught me.”  

Chip and his wife of 41 years moved to Asheville in 
November of 2017. He’s delighted to call Norwood Park home. 
“It’s just a very family-oriented, dog-oriented neighborhood. 
You see kids riding their bikes around here. We came from 
an urban environment and you did not see children on their 
bikes just cruising on their own,” says Chip. “It reminds me of 
neighborhoods I grew up in. Except for bears,” he adds with a 
chuckle.

The Kellys left their home in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia 
for a new life in Asheville to be closer to their only daughter and 
granddaughter. Chip’s new role in retirement is “Paw-Paw,” and 
he can be found most days alongside his granddaughter Jane. 
“It was killing me having her know us by FaceTime. It’s very 
fulfilling to be there every day, for all the new experiences,” 
Chip explains. “Being able to do this is just one of the great 
blessings of our lives.”

Chip found relocating to Asheville and creating new musical 
connections a conundrum. “It’s not easy leaving your old 
musical network because we worked entirely by who knew who 
and referrals; it’s challenging to break into a new community,” 
he explains. But he’s had the opportunity to play a handful of 

gigs, as well as sit in with some 
local musicians. “Every time I’ve 
been involved here musically, I 
felt a very warm openness from 
the listeners.”

 Chip volunteers at Asheville 
Primary, collaborating with 
the music teacher and teaching 
ukulele to 1st and 2nd graders. 
As a former Episcopal High 
School guitar teacher, he’s 
familiar with teaching older 
children. He’s taught adults as 
well, but this is a new experience 
for him. “Everything has to be 
geared to a different level,” he 
explains.

As a longtime teacher of 
music, Chip is forever a student 
as well. “That’s the one thing 
I take from teaching. You have 
to spell out the stuff you take 
for granted,” Chip says. “You 
have to be able to explain the 
techniques you’ve worked so 
hard to learn in your sleep.”

In his many years of playing in the DC Metro 
area, Chip has had the privilege of performing 
for numerous dignitaries, cultural organizations, 
orchestras, and theater companies, as well as his 
more routine club dates with his steady bands 
(Big Bertha’s Rhythm Kings, and the Not So 
Modern Jazz Quartet). Chip welcomes inquiries 
for both music lessons and collaborations, and 
can be emailed at 
ckelly.gtr@gmail.com.

If you would like to nominate a Musician of the 
Month in your neighborhood, please contact 
gragaller@bestversionmedia.com

                                                       Chip Kelly: 
A Passion-Filled Life
By Grace Ragaller

Photos by Taylor Priola 

The Sun Soo Martial Arts belt testing 
is a spectacular family event in Asheville. 
A group of around 180 Martial Artists, 
ranging in age from 5 to 99 years young, 
are all dressed in their Gis, brimming 
with nervous excitement in front of 
a panel of Senseis from all over the 
country. The anticipation of earning a 
new belt to represent all of their hard 
work and motivation is palpable.

 Master Tony Morris sits at the 
center of a long table in front of a field 
of blue mats. Along the back wall, 
hard-working, dedicated students sit 
“criss cross applesauce,” awaiting their 
name to be called. Practitioners of all 
ages run to their assigned spaces as “Yes 
Sir!” explodes from their lungs. With 
determination on their faces, they perform their well-practiced moves, 
step by step, in perfect tempo with their group.

Master Tony personally knows each student’s name, age, and how 
long they have been practicing. He plays a large part in everyone’s 
practice and their personal growth. People call out their story when 
prompted; respect and determination characterizes their words. 
Master Tony and the panel of judges nod in acknowledgement and 
encouragement following each series of moves. You can hear a pin drop 
as the judges score each card.

 The large crowd, seated around the mat, watch intently on the 
edge of their seats as partners spar and groups create beautiful, fluid 
formations with their movements. Onlookers experience butterflies 
while watching a small student struggle at smashing a board on her 
first and second try. Feeling just as anxious as she is, they cheer her on 
with all their hearts. Then a calm comes over the crowd as she receives 
encouragement and redirection of her mechanics from Master Tony. 
With his verbal support and the cheers from her classmates and crowd, 
you can feel her confidence building. She cracks the board with a 
powerful kick--a power that will carry over into her everyday life.

 Then came the Testimonies. Not a dry eye in the house as student 
after student stands proudly in front of the crowd to share how their 
practice and this community have made them who and what they are 
today. They speak of their struggles and successes and thank those 
who helped them along the way. Families proudly speak of their new 
Black Belt’s role at home and community. Families speak of practicing 
together and how it builds strong bonds and positively affects their 
family dynamics. They exude confidence as they stand together. Over 
and over again, the crowd rises in unison for standing ovations.

 The entire experience is spectacular. Sun Soo Martial Arts is a 
special place. Being a part of this event makes you feel like a part of 
their family. All of us crave that sense of community that Master Tony 
has worked to build. Watch our Calendar for the next Belt Testing 
Event. It will have a powerful impact on you and your family. 

Montford & North Asheville Neighbors Mag was proud to 
Sponsor this Sun Soo Event.

                                                          
Sun Soo Martial 
Arts Belt Testing

 By Christine Priola • Photos by Jacqueline Priola
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828.372.4242
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Yellow building/white building 16x12.5

Artist 
of the month
Katie Dewit

Haven

Pears 20x14.5

Ice 20x20

His & Hers 5x5An Amazing 
HeART
By Christine Priola

Katherine Dewit is a creative artist who lives her life with 
passion and purpose. Her numerous talents and projects 
showcase her incredible depth and diversity--as an artist and 

as a person. Whether it is through her painting and photography, her 
filmmaking, her home remodeling, or her life and work in South Africa, 
Katie is an inspiration to us all.

Graduating with a BFA in Photography and Fine Art from The 
University of Maryland, Katie’s artistic journey has taken her down 
some unexpected paths. She never dreamed her filmmaking and 
photography projects would take her to South Africa where she 
would meet her soon- to-be husband, John, while working on a PBS 
documentary. Falling in love with each other and the country of South 
Africa, Katie and John merged both their hearts and their problem 
solving skills to identify and address an issue that impacted their 
neighbors and community.

They adapted a microfinance plan, worked hard and secured small 
business loans for impoverished women. They were able to put food on 
tables, shoes on feet, and dreams in the souls of these women. A start-up 
veggie stand or jewelry market, for example, changed their lives and 
their futures. They became role models for their children, who were 
now able to run to school with shoes on their feet and hope in their 
hearts.

John and Katie raised a beautiful daughter, Julia, in a creative and 
loving home in Tzaneen, South Africa. Julia now majors in Sculpture 
at Guilford University. As a tight-knit family living in the rural 
area of Tzaneen, community was everything. An afternoon stop for 
lunch would grow into a huge social gathering at home with families 
continually popping in to visit. They would share stories and secrets 
until the stars shone above, using gestures and emotions to transcend 
language barriers. As Katie & her Friends say, “Better a close neighbor than 

a far away friend.”
When Julia was nine, Katie and her family moved from South Africa 

to Asheville, where they have lived for the past decade. Katie has 
multiple projects moving in various directions and a myriad of ideas 
yet to be fulfilled on canvas and film. Working in oil and acrylic, Katie 
thinly layers her paints on the canvas, focusing on composition and 
negative space. She also explores retro toys as subject matter, bringing 
nostalgia back onto the canvas through simple shapes and elements. In 
both her Black/White and Full-Color Photography, Katie’s keen eye 
captures everyday scenes along her journey that appear to be as well-
planned as an Artist Installations. She uses her tremendous knowledge 

of light to create contrasting values which result in the capture of 
soulful compositions, in thoughtful spaces, at just the right time.  

Every creative decision Katie Dewit made along her journey has 
brought her here to Asheville. I am eager to see what comes next for 
her and where she takes her artistic talents. I am very grateful to have 
crossed paths with Katie, a wonderful Montford Neighbor and a New 
Friend.

 Katies’s work has been featured in National GeographicTraveler, O 
Magazine, Country Life, The Sunday Independent, The Mail 
& Guardian, LOLA & International Private Collections. 

Reach out to Katie at katieinamerica@gmail.com
 If you would like to nominate an Artist of the Month in Your Neighborhood, 
please contact gragaller@bestversionmedia.com.

Yellow building/white 
building 16x12.5

FriendsImaginary 
Creative

Kids

Colette

Windsor

Please send all your scanned artwork to 
gragaller@bestversionmedia.com. 

All ages, 0-18, are welcome to contribute.  

Send in 
your own 
creation of a 
sea creature 
mixed with a 
land animal!

NEXT 
MONTH:

Stardust 20x20
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Katherine C Morosani 
Financial Advisor

184 E Chestnut St Suite 2 
Asheville, NC 28801-2377 
828-258-7090
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